BBMRI-ERIC is a European research infrastructure for biobanking, bringing together all the main players from the biobanking field -researchers, biobankers, industry, and patients -to boost biomedical research. To that end, it offers quality management services, support with ethical, legal and societal issues, and a number of online tools and software solutions. Ultimately, the goal of BBMRI-ERIC and its National Nodes is to make new treatments possible.
Introduction
Biological samples of human origin (cells and tissues) and their use in in vitro systems can be a valid alternative to animal testing in many applications in biomedical and biotechnological research. A prerequisite for the reliability of in vitro systems is the quality of samples and data. Biobanks and Biological Resource Centers can guarantee quality of samples and data, harmonization, respect for the rights of participants. 
Results
BBMRI-ERIC, the European research infrastructure for biobanking, was set up in 2013 and brings together all the main players from the biobanking field -researchers, biobankers, industry, and patients -to boost biomedical research. To that end, it offers quality management services, support with ethical, legal and societal issues, and a number of online tools and software solutions. Ultimately, the goal of BBMRI-ERIC and its Nodes is to make new treatments possible. The principles behind BBMRI-ERIC are the scientific excellence and the European relevance of the participating institutions, the long-term perspective of biobanking projects, the transparency of the aims, an efficient and flexible organization, the enhancement of the existing resources in terms of structures and skills.
BBMRI.it, the National Node of BBMRI-ERIC, was set up thanks to the joint commitment of 
